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About the speaker:  Dr. Matt Platz, a Distinguished University Professor at Ohio State University, earned his 

Ph.D. at Yale in 1977 in Organic Chemistry.  After a postdoctoral fellowship at the University of Chicago, Prof. 

Platz joined Ohio State in 1978. A nationally recognized scholar, Dr. Platz is a recipient of Ohio State's Distin-

guished Scholar Award, and the Outstanding Teaching Award of the College of Arts and Sciences. He has also 

been honored with an array of national awards that include a Camille and Henry Dreyfus Teacher-Scholar 

Award, the American Chemical Society’s Cope Scholar Award, and being named to three prestigious lecture-

ships: the Gustafson Lectureship at the University of Denver, the Berson Lectureship at Yale University, and 

the Ingersoll Lectureship at Vanderbilt University.   Throughout his distinguished career, Dr. Platz has authored 

nearly 300 peer reviewed publications, and he has presented more than 170 invited lectures. He has mentored 

more than 30 master’s degree students, 30 doctoral students, and 20 postdoctoral students, and is an inventor 

who holds 10 U.S. patents.  Dr. Platz is also Vice Provost for Academic Policy and Faculty Resources and was 

recently appointed Interim Dean of the College of Mathematics and Physical Sciences. 

Organic Discussion Group: 

    Matt Platz, Ohio State University 

Ultrafast time-resolved studies of reactive intermediates 
Dec. 11, 2007, 5:15 PM, Albers Hall Room 107 

Discussion groups – There will be the following two discussion group sessions: 

Organic (details on this page) and Biochemistry (details on next page) 

Abstract: It is now possible to study the photophysics and photochemistry 

of diazo compounds, diazirines and azides with femtosecond time resolved 

UV-Vis and Ir methods. This technology can be used to directly observe the 

excited states of the aforementioned compounds and monitor their fragmen-

tation to form singlet carbenes and nitrenes. The carbene and nitrene spe-

cies are typically formed with excess vibrational energy. We will report the 

kinetics of vibrational cooling of the intermediates, chemistry performed by 

the hot intermediates, and the rates at which either hot or relaxed species 

undergo solvation, reaction with solvent, intersystem crossing and rear-

rangement. 


